CHEMISTRY   IN   AMERICA
have been happy in your society, and that of other friends in the Capital, and, what I have much at heart, I should have an opportunity of forming an Unitarian congregation in Philadelphia. But the considerations as mentioned, and that of my time of life, lead me to continue where I am, waiting for the opportunity of being of use to the College which I hope will be established here.
Had this proposal been made to me before the removal of my library and apparatus hither, the case would have been different; but this being now done, at a great risk and expence, I am, at all events, fixed for the remainder of my life.
If I had come, Mr. Henry would have assisted me in collecting materials, and making the preparations for the necessary experiments. As he is well qualified for the office, if you be not better provided, what should you think of him? At least, I think the students might, with advantage, attend his lectures, till the vacant professorship be filled. This I observe in confidence, wishing the hint to go no further, if you disapprove of it.
With the greatest gratitude and respect, I am, Dear Sir, yours sincerely,
J. PRIESTLEY. DOCTOR RUSH, PHILADELPHIA.
The minute of the Trustees of the University of Pennsylvania is also confirmatory of the invitation tendered Dr. Priestley and indicates his final action:
November 11, 1794.
The Board, according to order, proceeded to the election of a professor of Chemistry, in the room of Dr. John Carson, Deceased, when the ballots being taken and counted, it appeared that Dr. Joseph Priestley was unanimously elected.
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